er Valley Residen 
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ya July [997 


Heber City urgently needs 

your support! The city's 
tabernacle, saved from demo- 
lition by cooperative effort 
some years ago, now needs 
your vote on July 7 to approve 
“plans to remodel and utilize 
this lovely old building. The 
project includes a badly 
needed new city hall, space 
for a museum, and a meeting 
hall. With the growing empha- 
sis on tourism as a means of 
improving the economy of the 
valley, this project will add to 
Heber's attractiveness and 
appeal. 

The project is not expected 
to require any new tax 
burden. The city already has 
$273,576 in place toward the 
project and funds budgeted 
for capital improvements 
should cover anticipated loan 
payments. Plans submitted by 
George Olsen, architect, main- 
tain the building's character 
and have been approved by 
the state historical society. 


When one considers the 
history of the building and 
what it has meant to our 
community, the merits of its 
preservation are more readily 
apparent. Twenty-seven years 
after the first pioneers enter- 
ed the t va oy 


larger, modern stake center. 
Along with it would go the 
social hall (Senior Citizens 
Center), built in 1906-07. 
Protests arose from the citi- 
zens of the community. Fur- 
ther protests poured into the 
newspaper from various 
organizations throughout the 
state such as the Sons and 
Daughters of the Utah Pio- 
neers, the state parks direc- 
tor, architects, the director of 
the state historical society 
and many more. In response to 
the protests, the county com- 
missioners, the Heber City 
Council, and the mayors of 
Heber, Midway, and Charles- 
ton issued a resolution in 
Support of preserving and 
restoring our historical and 
beloved tabernacle. i 

Not until the blades of the 
bulldozer were literally 
pushing at the walls did a few 


dedicated persons of Heber 
City organize. Appeals were 
then directed to the First 


Presidency of the Church who 
finally agreed to postpone 


demolition. A grace period 
was granted during which 
funds would be raised to 
purchase, ‘alternate site for 
the c `“ a new LDS 
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